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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Revision to the
United States Arctic Research Plan
July 14, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
fourth biennial revision (1996–2000) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 14, 1995.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony
for the Official Portraits of President
George Bush and Barbara Bush
July 17, 1995

Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Breeden, for your kind remarks and for your
essential work on behalf of the White House
and the history of this country.

We’re delighted to be here with President
and Mrs. Bush today and Vice President and
Mrs. Quayle, all the Members and former
Members of Congress, the members of the
Bush administration, and the friends of
George and Barbara Bush and especially the
family members. We welcome you all here
to the White House.

It’s impossible to live in this wonderful old
place without becoming incredibly attached
to it, to the history of our country and to
what each and every one of these rooms rep-
resent. In a way, I think every family who
has ever lived here has become more and
more a part of our country’s history, just for
the privilege of sleeping under this roof at
night. And so perhaps the most important
thing I can say to President and Mrs. Bush
today is, welcome home. We’re glad to have
you back.

I want to say, too, that we thought that
we ought to have this ceremony in the East
Room. This has always been the people’s
room. In the 19th century, it used to get so
crowded at receptions that one of the win-
dows over here was turned into a door so
people could get out if they couldn’t bear

the crowds anymore. There are so many here
today, perhaps we should have done it again.
But we thought the air-conditioning made it
advisable for us to all stay put.

Many of you know that it was in this room
that Abigail Adams used to dry the family
laundry when the room was nothing more
than a brick shell. You may not know that
the great explorer Meriwether Lewis set up
camp here, surrounded by canvas tarps,
books, and hunting rifles in the day when
he was Thomas Jefferson’s secretary. John
Quincy Adams frequently would come here
to watch the Sun rise after he finished his
early morning swim in the Potomac. That
also is something we’re considering taking up
if the heat wave doesn’t break.

The portraits that we add here today cele-
brate another chapter to our rich history and
particularly to the rich history of the East
Room where they will remain for a few days
before they are properly hung. I managed
to get a glimpse of these portraits, and I must
admit that I think the artist did a wonderful
job, and we’re all in his debt. But I also want
to say, President Bush, if I look half as good
as you do when I leave office, I’ll be a happy
man. [Laughter]

I want to again compliment Herbert
Abrams, the artist. He also painted the por-
trait of President Carter. So once again,
President Bush has set another outstanding
example of bipartisanship.

These portraits, as has already been said,
will be seen by millions of Americans who
visit here, reminding them of what these two
great Americans stood for and for what they
have done to strengthen our country. The
portraits in the White House are more than
likenesses. They tell the story of the promise
of one American life and, in so doing, the
promise of all American life. They offer a
lesson, an example, a challenge for every
American to live up to the responsibilities
of citizenship.

As Americans look for ways to come to-
gether to deal with the challenges we face
today, they can do well in looking at the lives
of President and Mrs. Bush. They have been
guided by the basic American values and vir-
tues of honesty, compassion, civility, respon-
sibility, and optimism. They have passed
these values on to their family and on to our

VerDate 28-OCT-97 11:16 Mar 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P29JY4.017 p29jy4


